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under section 76 (3) of the Local Self-Government Act was
sanctioned. As the district council still delayed, a cri-
minal prosecution for misappropriation was finally
lauched by Government and the member was convicted
and sentenced to a substantial term of imprisonment and
fine. In a similar case the vice-chairman of a local
board was convicted in 1926 under section 409 of the
Indian Penal Code but though unsuccessful in appeal he
was acquitted in revision. A case is pending in which
a member of another local board is similarly involved in
connection with a sum of Rs. 500 drawn as an advance for
the completion of a well. Prosecution has just been
sanctioned.

Another type of irregularity brought to light is the
implication of members in contracts. A^ flagrant case
occurred in one of the Berar districts, the vice-chairman
being concerned. Another irregularity involving a waste
of Rs, 25,000 occurred later, and after the local Govern-
ment had, as. a mark of its displeasure, withheld a grant
of a lakh of rupees, the district council removed the
vice-chairman from membership of the council. Steps
are now being taken in Berar to lessen the chances of
such irregularities by a more frequent audit.

76.    The   general  financial   condition ^ of   district
councils has been satisfactory.    The number in which the
actual balance temporarily fell to below the prescribed
minimum was 3 in 1921 and 1 each in 1925 and 1927.    In
most district councils the actual balances are far above
the   prescribed   minima,   the    total    balances    being
Rs. 17,41,189 against a prescribed minimum of Rs. 8,17,200.
The present  minima   were,    however,    fixed   as   long
ago as 1895, and the local Government on the basis of one
month's average expenditure has recently raised the mini-
mum balance of the district councils from an aggregate of
Rs. 8,17,200 to Rs. 10,41,000.

77.    In periods of scarcity the income of district
councils is seriously handicapped owing to their principal
resources being dependent on the collection   of  the land
revenue of the province.   When it becomes necessary   to
suspend the land revenue the district.council cesses which
accrue under section 48 of the Local Self-Government Act
are ordinarily suspended also.    Hitherto district councils
have tided   over   these  temporary   difficulties   without